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Global migration presents a complex and formidable challenge to post-
modern societies, constantly testing the national, political, social, cultural, T RA N S F E R 2 2
ethnic, religious and linguistic parameters that are often felt to define them.
Fundamental identity issues arise on both sides of the encounter, affecting
migrants themselves as well as the host societies that the latter must contend
with. Social and personal isolation, cultural exclusion, racial aggression,
militant nationalism, and various additional forms of political and social
radicalization are among the disturbing general phenomena concomitant with
states and processes of migrational interchange. These have influenced, and
continue to influence, the political order in more or less profound ways,
occasionally threatening its stability even in societies with long and consistent
democratic traditions.

Based on an international conference held among partner universities in

Beit Berl, Israel, this book sets out to address and analyse these and other
associated aspects of migration. In a series of separate but thematically
connected articles authors approach the topic from the perspective of one of
four broader social fields: politics, education, gender, and culture. Personal
experience and individual biography, as well as more general social and
political dimensions, are central features of content.
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The TRANSFER series in Ludwigsburg University of Education Publications is
intended to make results and findings of academic teaching, research and
discussion at the University accessible to interested readers among a broader
general public in the fields of science, the arts, politics, public administration,
legal studies, and the economy, both within and beyond the local region. The
series deals with a wide variety of topics relating to education and child

development in modern society.
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